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Dates for your diary 

28 Mar—End of term, 

finish at 12.30pm 

15 Apr—Inset day 

16 Apr—Term starts 

06 May—Bank Holiday 

27—31 May—Half term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A note from the Headteacher 

Dear parents and carers 

 

Another busy term draws to a close and there is still so much going on to celebrate.  Last 
week our Dance Teams entered the Local Dacorum School Competition. Our teams present-
ed their pieces very well and won the competition overall.  This is a great achievement as for 
many of the students it was their first experience of representing the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the world of sport Year 8 boys entered a district rugby tournament this week.  They 
played 5 games against other local schools and emerged from this unbeaten recording 5 
wins and taking the overall title.  I am delighted for all the students involved as this is the 
second tournament they have won. 

 

Our Duke of Edinburgh Award students have also taken the first steps on the road to com-
pleting their awards.  Over the last weekend the students undertook their expedition in the 
areas around Ivinghoe.  All the students completed the challenge and enhanced their camp-
ing and map reading skills as well as completing the hike with their kit on their backs.  Well 
done to all involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This week we received confirmation that the resources we are sending to our link school in Ghana and on the way.  We have 
sent packages of books, ICT equipment and PE resources.  These will hopefully arrive in the next few weeks and will benefit the 
Bedomase Junior High School and the local community around the school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our ongoing work around Equality a group of students  visited Tanners Wood Primary School and gave a 
presentation on the Civil Rights Movement..  This was well received by the primary students and allowed the Longdean 
students to demonstrate how important this project is to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In my assemblies this week I have been talking to the students about Easter and how the meaning of this festival can be 
applied to them as Longdean Students.  Easter is an opportunity for reflection and a fresh start and understanding the idea 
that anything that you want to do or achieve requires hard work, dedication and on occasion personal sacrifice.   I have 
discussed with students how this can be applied to examinations, attendance or attitude to learning and how this festival and 
holiday period reflects our values as a school and our motto ‘Rejoice in thy youth.’.  I gave all students a quote that highlights 
this point ‘do what you have to do so you can do what you want to do .’  I would encourage them all to consider this over the 
Easter period. 

 

Finally for this week I wish all of you an enjoyable Easter break and I hope you get to spend quality time with your friends and 
families.  If you are celebrating Eid in the break I hope that this also goes well for you.  If you are sitting examinations in the 
Summer Term please use the holiday period to undertake some revision to ensure you are well prepared. 

 

Best wishes and Happy Easter 

 

Graham Cunningham 

Headteacher 

A note from the Headteacher (cont) 



Scientist of  the Month  

March 

Emmy Noether 

1882-1935 

 
Emmy Noether was a mathematician who discovered perhaps the most profound idea in contemporary 
physics. Noether’s theorem, which she formulated in 1915, says that symmetries in the universe give rise 
to mathematical conservation laws. This statement is a crucial underpinning of physical laws, from those 
that govern the rotation of a wheel or the orbits of planets around stars, to the intricate mathematical 
frameworks of general relativity, quantum physics and particle physics.  
 
Noether was born in the small German town of Erlangen, near Nuremberg, in 1882. Despite the fact that 
her father, Max Noether, was a professor at the University of Erlangen, she was initially forbidden from 
enrolling there because of her gender. Such discrimination dogged Noether’s career. Although she 
eventually gained both an undergraduate degree and a PhD, no university would hire her for a 
permanent faculty position. She eventually became one of the world’s foremost experts in the fields of 
abstract algebra, algebraic topology and the mathematics of symmetry, working at the University of 
Erlangen and subsequently the University of Göttingen. But for over a decade, she was without 
appointment, pay or formal title, despite the championing of her work by many of the most prominent 
mathematicians of the age, chief among them David Hilbert and Felix Klein. That only changed in 1919, 
when the end of the first world war and the replacement of the German Reich by the liberal Weimar 
Republic brought a sea change in attitudes towards women’s education. 

Scientist of the month 

https://www.newscientist.com/definition/general-relativity/
https://www.newscientist.com/definition/quantum-physics/
https://www.newscientist.com/article-topic/particle-physics/


Well done Caitlin! 

 
Caitlin R in year 7, came 5th out of 39 skaters competing nationally in Sheffield last week at the Young 
Stars competition with British Ice Skating scoring a new personal best. Due to the timing, her form was 
able to watch live and cheer her on as she glided effortlessly through her routine!  
 
She is a level one skater – a huge achievement at such a young age. She is hoping to continue competing 
and will be heading to Blackpool in the Easter Holidays to compete again.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



 



PE department:  extra curricular activities timetable Summer 2024 



 

World Challenge Albania 2025 

 

https://playwaze.com/mighty-netball/ig8a7vljqw5e/session-display?eventId=PhysicalEventSeries/95428-B


 

 
                                                           



English Literature masterclasses 

 
                                                           



Student wellbeing 



Science 

 

 

      

 

The Science team will solve your science problems! 

 

Need help with science revision? Worried about an upcoming test 

or exam? Just want to chat about science?!  

Be soothed by Science SOS! 

 

Every Monday after school in S4, 3.10pm—4.10pm 

A Level Chemistry support on Thursday lunchtimes in S4 

Biology Boggling your Brain? 

Chemistry turning you Crackers? 

Physics getting you in a Pickle? 

 

Science SOS has the answer! 

 



 

 BOARD GAME CLUB  

Every week in LG8  

KS3: Friday Week A Lunchtime  

KS4: Friday Week B Lunchtime  

All years: Thursday Afterschool  

Variety of games available.  

Be Prompt, Be Respectful  



 

Dungeons & Dragons club will be running again in the new slot of 

Thursday lunchtime and the new location of LG8 for KS4 students 

 

Newbies, experienced dungeon masters, everyone is welcome to come and 

help us slay all manner of goblins, dire wolves and kobolds! I will also be  

looking to recruit students as Dungeon Masters to run regular sessions, so if 

your child is keen to get involved, please get them to come and see me. 

If your child can’t make Thursdays but would still like information, they can 

come and find me in S9 or the Science group area opposite S4 at break or 

lunch.        

Please note, KS3 is still being confirmed. 

Neil Munday 

Dungeon Master Extraordinaire 

Clubs 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Shoes Donations 

We are supporting One Impossible Thing, a charity that provides nearly new astro boots, 

blades and trainers to children.  If you have any donations you feel are suitable, please 

drop them off to Reception. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Independent Learning and Homework at Longdean 

 

Please remember to discuss your child’s Independent Learning and Homework set on Show My Homework using 

the app or the website:  

https://longdean.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar  

Here you can find the entire school’s homework and filter by subject, teacher or class without logging in. For 

specific details about your child’s homework, please log in to this website or the app. We recommend half an hour 

a night, Monday through Thursday, on sites such as GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize, Mathswatch, Tassomai, Educake, 

MyMaths and others, as advised by the departments.  

www.mymaths.co.uk — students have an individual username and password from their Maths Teacher. 

 

 

 

 

Link Dates The Longdean Link is published every two weeks, via the in touch e-mail system to all those 

for whom we have an e-mail address.  

 

 

Information 

Reporting Absences from School - Contact Numbers 
 

If, for any reason, your child is absent from school or needs to be collected for 

an appointment, please contact one of the following numbers as soon as       

possible. Any messages will be picked up at the beginning of the school day.   

Please call each day your child will be absent. 

  

       

 

Year 7: 01442 205703 

Year 8:          01442 205760 

Year 9: 01442 205758 

Year 10:      01442 205707 

Year 11:         01442 205706 

Sixth Form:           01442 205720 

https://longdean.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar


Do you or your child travel to University, College or School by bus? If so, we’ve got the perfect 

solution!  

Arriva Student and Child Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full time education and, is a cost 

effective and flexible way of paying for travel costs. 

Unlimited Travel - You’ll get unlimited access to travel on any Arriva bus, at any time, across 

all routes in your chosen area. 

No Restrictions - The Saver tickets will cover your travel to and from University, School or 

College, evenings, weekends and throughout the holidays too at any time of the day.  

Flexible Payments - Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of your ticket 

over affordable monthly payments. It’s an easy way to pay for travel and there’s no contract  

involved, making it an ideal way to get reduced bus travel for the whole Academic year, without 

paying upfront. 

Sign up in advance – Either set your direct debit a future date for when you need the ticket or, 

you can start your ticket now to get used to the local bus routes 

Plan your journey – Please use our ‘Plan a journey’ tool on our website to work out which bus 

you require 

It’s a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit please visit the website below and, 

select the region the school, college or university is in 

www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets 

 

Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to your mo-

bile phone, so you won’t have to worry about paying every time you board the bus. 

This ticket will rollover every month for as long as the direct debit remains active. 

For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk 

*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes  

Student travel 

http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/studentdd
mailto:talktous@arriva.co.uk




Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


